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	1. HOMEWORK
by Gabriel Fitzmaurice

The teacher’s suspicious – I got my sums right; 
He doesn’t believe that I did them last night. 
He says that I copied, he tries and he tries to  
 force me to say that I’m telling him lies. 
He blushes with temper and lets out a roar, 
Marches me roughly out of the floor 
And tells me, by God! That he’ll get to the truth, 
That he doesn’t know what’s become of the youth. 
He tells me I copied, and when I deny 
He presses and presses till I start to cry, 
Then speaks to me gently; I do as I’m bid – 
He asks if I copied, and I said I did.

	2. NIGHT RIDE
By Celia Warren

When I can’t sleep
I shut my door
And sit on the rug
On my bedroom floor.

I open the window.
I close my eyes
And say magic words
Till my carpet flies.

Zooming over gardens,
Chasing after bats,
Hooting like an owl
And frightening the cats.

Then when I feel sleepy
And dreams are in my head,
I fly back through my window
And snuggle down in bed.

	3. THE QUARREL
By Eleanor Farjeon

I quarreled with my brother,
I don’t know what about,
One thing led to another
And somehow we fell out.

The start of it was slight,
The end of it was strong,
He said he was right,
I knew he was wrong!

We hated one another.
The afternoon turned black.
Then suddenly my brother
Thumped me on the back,

And said, “Oh, come on!
We can’t go on all night—
I was in the wrong.”
So he was in the right.

	4. I DIDN’T MEAN TO
by Elizabeth Chorley

I didn’t mean to spill the milk 
Or break a dinner plate. 
 I didn’t mean to kick the cat 
 Or come home very late. 
I didn’t mean to tear my dress 
Or lose the front door key. 
 I didn’t mean to lie a bit 
 You’re always blaming me. 
I didn’t mean to frighten Gran 
Or pull away her chair. 
 I didn’t mean to burn the toast 
 Get butter in my hair. 
I didn’t mean to make Mum cross 
Or eat up all the cakes. 
 I didn’t mean to make excuses 
 But everyone makes mistakes. 
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